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erance,. and. targeting. groups.
with.the.greatest.potential,.can.
result.in.new.growth..With.more.
attention.to.the.process.of.plan-
ning. and. evaluating,. projects.
may.succeed,.and.losses.can.be.
reduced.
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While.reputed.to.be.valuable,.
the.Student.Missionary.(SM).ex-
perience.has.not.been.examined.
to. discover.how. service. shapes.
the. student’s. faith. experience..
Most. of. what. is. known. of. the.
experience.is.anecdotal.and.begs.
for.systematic.analysis.of.critical.
components. needed. to. revital-
ize. the. objectives. of. Adventist.
education..
This.was. a. qualitative. case.
study.where. former. SMs.were.
interviewed..The.Christian.Spiri-
tual Participation Profile (CSPP) 
was.administered.to.SMs.as.an.
additional. source.of.data.. .The.
CSPP. shows. the. participants.
dominant. modes. of. spiritual.
development.and.their.participa-
tion.in.the.spiritual.disciplines..
The.results.from.the.CSPP.were.
compared.to.Seventh-day.Adven-
tist. college. students.who.were.
not.student.missionaries..
The. subjects. were. selected.
from.four.Adventist.colleges.(An-
drews University, Pacific Union 
College,.Southern.Adventist.Uni-
veristy,.and.Walla.Walla.College)..
A.total.of.113.participants.were.
interviewed.and.201. (50%). for-
mer.SMs.returned.the.CSPP..The.
results. from. the.CSPP. showed.
SMs scored significantly higher 
in.all.four.modes.on.Kolb’s.learn-
ing cycle and significantly higher 
than.non.SMs.in.all.the.spiritual.
disicplines.
The.results.from.the.qualita-
tive.data.showed.that.the.SM.ex-
perience.deepened.their.relation-
ship.with.God,.pushed.them.to.
depend.on.God,.expanded.their.
worldview,.enhanced.their.com-
mitment.to.service,.and.prompt-
ed. them. to.mature. as. leaders..
The.SM.experience.was.a.holistic.
learning. experience.where.SMs.
perceived.personal.and.spiritual.
growth.occurred..
The findings also showed that 
four.aspects.of.the.SM.experience.
made. the. experience. transfor-
mational.. High. expectations,.
enduring. through. adversity,.
collaborating.with. others,. and.
participating.in.the.spiritual.dis-
ciplines.were. transformational.
parts.of.the.SM.experience..
In.conclusion,.a.year.of.ser-
vice. transformed. young. adults.
personally. and. spiritually.. Ex-
periential. learning. should. be-
come.an.embedded.part.of.every.
church. curriculum.. . Further.
study.is.recommended.in.other.
service.opportunities.as.well.as.
the. role. of. spiritual. disciplines.
in.the. lives.of.college.students..
Finally,. further. research.might.
include. a. study. on. the. factors.
that.motivate. young. people. to.
serve.others.
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